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A LETTER, 



My Lord, 

I presume respectfully to address you 
on a subject of paramount importance to the re- 
ligious welfare and prosperity of Great Britain — 
a subject, therefore, not undeservi<^g; the atten- 
tion of the Primate of the English Church. And 
I have the greater satisfaction in doing so, in- 
asmuch as from the time of your Grace's advance- 
ment to the See of London, I have retained a 
lively impression of your candour and courtesy — 
an impression received a short time before that 
event, while in conversation with a highly-re- 
spected and valued friend of your Lordship. 

Your Grace is aware, that the introduction of 
the Factories' Bill into the House of Commons, 
by Sir James Graham, during last Session of 
Parliament, had the effect of directing the 
attention of the Nonconformists to the Church 
Catechism, and that their objections to that for- 
mulary constituted one of the principal grounds 
of their opposition to the Bill. I believe, my 
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Lord, the NoncoDformists admit some portions of 
he Catechism to be intrinsically good, but regard 
others as conveying erroneous views of essential 
Scripture truth ; and therefore that, viewed as a 
whole, it is calculated to obstruct, rather than 
promote, the formation of genuine christian cha- 
racter, and so to defeat the main object of chris- 
tian instruction. With such sentiments, and con- 
ceiving they had just reason to apprehend that 
the plan of education embodied in Sir James 
Graham's Bill, if realized, would injuriously in- 
terfere with the communication — as to an extensive 
portion of the rising population of the country — 
of religious instruction, in their opinion more con- 
sonant with the Scriptures, one cannot reason- 
ably wonder at their opposition to the Bill, or at 
the remarkable promptitude, co-operation, energy, 
and perseverance displayed by them in the prose- 
cution of their object. 

But, my Lord, if the Church Catechism be 
really liable to objections justly founded on the 
Scriptures, as the Nonconformists contend, reasons 
similar to those which occasioned their late exer- 
tions to prevent the use of it beyond the congre- 
gational limits of the Established Church, it may 
also be imperative, both on the Church and on 
the State, to adopt measures to prevent the use 
of it, in its present form, within those limits. 
And as, in consequence of the large addition 
lately made to the Church Education Fund, a 



very considerable increase in the number of 
schools in connexion with the Establishment is 
contemplated, which, indeed, are partly in prp* 
gress, the present appears to me not an unsuitable 
tiihe for the Church to submit its Catechism to 
careful examination with a view to revision ; in 
the prosecution of which work an impartial com- 
parison with, and an inflexible adherence to the 
Scriptures would, of course, be indispensable. 

As I feel no inclination, even at my advanced 
period of life, to urge others to engage in a work 
towards which I myself will contribute nothing, 
I purpose, in the present letter, with great respect 
and deference, to submit for the consideration of 
your Grace, independently of what others may 
have publicly advanced on the subject, that which 
has occurred to my own mind on what, at least, 
I conscientiously intended to be an unbiassed and 
impartial examination of the Manual of Instruction 
now in question. 

In pursuing the proposed inquiry, my aim will 
be to follow the course of the Catechism itself, 
but it is probable that I shall sometimes find it 
necessary to deviate from this line; especially 
when the argument shall require portions of it, 
lying apart from each other,' to be brought toge- 
ther in one view. 

I beg leave, in the first place, to invite your 
Lordship's attention to the answer which the 
Catechism is instructed to make to the 
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" Question. Who gave you thai name V 

"Answer. My godfathers and godmothers in 
my baptism ; wherein I was made a member of 
Christ, the child of God, and an inheritor of the 
kingdom of heaven.** 

I shall postpone my observations relating to the 
appointment of sponsors to a subsequent part of 
this letter, and, at present, restrict them to the 
latter clauses of the answer, yiz. that in baptism 
the child, who is supposed to give the answer, 
was " made a member of Christ, the child of God, 
and an inheritor of the kingdom of heaven/' 

And first, 1 observe, that the arrangement 
of these particulars would, in mj opinion, have 
accorded more with the suggestions of nature, 
order, and propriety, as well as the general tenor 
of Scripture, had the first two specified benefits, 
here alleged to be imparted to infants in their 
baptism, been placed in a reversed order. The 
invariable language of the New Testament relative 
to these points is, that such as have been made 
partakers of the blessings of the Gospel are born 
again of the Spirit, have become members of 
Christ by faith, and that being thus made chil- 
dren of God and disciples of his Son, they become 
heirs of everlasting life. I shall not, however, 
at present, enter into the relative merits of these 
two arrangements, but merely observe, that the 
order of the Catechism appears neither in the 
public nor private *' Ministrations of Baptism " 



inserted in the Common Prayer, nor, indeed, do 
the words ''member of Christ" occur at all in 
either of them. Nevertheless, as every real child 
of God is also a member of Christ and an heir of 
glory, I shall confine my attention chiefly to the 
former of these three designations. And the first 
question of inquiry will accordingly be, ** Whether, 
independently of a special revelation from heaven, 
it can be lawfully affirmed respecting any infant 
duly baptized, that by such Ibaptism he was con- 
stituted a child of God, in the Scripture sense 
of this designation V This question can only, of 
course, be satisfactorily determined by an appeal 
to the New Testament. This is the Statute-Book 
of christian law, and, I presume, it may be safely 
affirmed, that it recognises no extraneous or inde- 
pendent authority. By this Statute-Book all eccle- 
siastical institutes, laws, and regulations ought to 
be framed and should be tested ; and there can be 
no appeal from it, except to the adjudications of 
the great day. And as it is the Statute-Book 
of the kingdom of God, to which all men are 
required by him to submit, so no ''adjudged 
cases" of their own can possess any weight in 
that kingdom, except only as they are in strict 
accordance with the laws of the same; and, of 
course, absolutely speaking, none at all as autho- 
rities. 

1 am sure your Grace will also admit, that an 
appeal to the laws of God, in any case affecting 
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religion, should be made with. the greatest solem- 
nity, and that those laws themselves, when ascer- 
tained, should be conscientiously, implicitly, and 
promptly obeyed : that, consequently, if any thing 
be found in the creeds, or other formularies of a 
christian church, contrary to the express language 
and plain import of the Statute-Book, such reli- 
gious community is bound to bring them into 
exact conformity with it. 

Under these impressions, I proceed to cite from 
the New Testament some of those passages which 
have, more or less, direct reference to the Answer 
just quoted from the Church Catechism; and t 
shall confine myself, as already intimated, chiefly 
to the consideration of those which refer to that 
touching and dignified relation into which all real 
Christians — t. e. all Christians in the New Testa- 
ment sense of the designation, are introduced, — I 
mean, that of children of Crod! 

Your Grace need not be informed, that the 
spiritual nativity, by which an individual enters 
into the relation in question, is represented by our 
Lord, himself, as essential to salvation,* If, 
then, any consideration whatever can impress the 
mind with the transcendent importance of the 
subject before us, surely this is that consideration ; 
I shall, therefore, introduce my proposed quo- 
tations, with the words of our Lord to which I 
have just adverted, as they are found in the nar- 

• John iii. 3 and 5. 



rative of his conversation with Micodemos, in the 
third chapter of the Gospel by John. "Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be . born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.'^ And 
again, ** Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God." His repetition 
of this truth, and the peculiar emphasis with 
which it was, in each instance, expressed, evi- 
dently show the high importance which our Lord, 
himself, attached to it, and how solicitous he was, 
that it should duly impress, not only the n)ind of 
Nicodemus, but, likewise, the minds of all per- 
sons, who should, afterwards, either hear or read 
the narrative. 

To a moral or spiritual change which, accord- 
ing to our Lord's- own declaration, involves nian's 
eternal happiness, it is reasonable to expect 
there would be, in the New Testament, repeated 
reference ; especially as to the evidences by which 
such change may be certainly, or satisfactorily 
ascertained. Accordingly, it will be seen from 
the following quotations, that such reasonable 
expectation has been fully answered. 

"As many as received him, [i.e. Jesus Christ] 
to them gave he power [or privilege] to become the 
sons of God, even to them who believe on his 
name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God." John i. 12, 18. 
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" Ye are all the children of God hy faith in 
Christ Jesus." Gal. iii. 26. 

" Of his oum will begat he ns with the word of 
trttthJ' James i. 18. 

" Being born again, not of corruptiUe seed, 
but of incorruptible, by the word of Ghd, which 
livetb and abideth for eirer." 1 Peter i. 23. 

The above passages of Scripture, your Grace 
will have perceived, relate to the divine agency 
and instrumentality concerned in this change. 
The following describe some of the evidences by 
which the children of God are ascertained and 
made manifest. 

** As many as are led by the Spirit of Gody 
they are the sons of God." Rom. viii. 14. 

** The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God."* Ibid, 
verse 16. 

** Because ye are sons, God batb sent forth the 
Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father." Gal. iv. 6. 

*' As then he that was born after the flesh per- 
secuted him that was born after the Spirit, even 
so it is now." Ibid. ver. 29. 

** Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the 
sons of God : therefore the world knoweth us not, 
because it knew him not." 1 John iii. 1. 

** Whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he 
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cannot sin, because he is born of God." Ibid, 
iii. 9« 

*' In this the children of God are manifest, and 
the children of the devil; whosoever doeth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his brother " Ibid. iii. 10. 

** Every one that loveth is born of God, and 
knoweth God," Ibid, iv^ 7. 

" Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ 
is born of God: and every one that loveth him 
that begat, loveth him also that is begotten of 
him." Ibid. v. 1. 

" Whatsoever is born of God overcome th the 
world." Ibid. v. 4. 

'* We know that whosoever is born of God 
sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God 
keepeth himself, and thai wicked one toucheth 
him not," Ibid. v. 18. 

The foregoing quotations from the Epistles of 
St. Paul, St. Peter, and St. John seem to sug- 
gest the following considerations : — 

1. That the change by which any of the chil- 
dren of the Wicked One become children of God, 
is of the highest possible importance ; essential to 
salvation ; and in strict agreement with the repre- 
sentation given by our Lord, himself, in his con- 
versation with Nicodemus. 

2. They contain no allusion to infants; but 
evidently refer to conscious and responsible indi- 
viduals. 
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8. That we are diviuely aathorized to regard 
adults and young .persons, in whom the scriptural 
eyidences of the new birth, or spiritual regene* 
ration, distinctly appear, as children of God. 

4. That as an infant cannot possibly exhibit the 
evidences of such spiritual change, we are not 
warranted to aflBrm concerning any infant, bap- 
tized or unbaptized, that such change has passed 
upon him without express revelation from heaven; 
as in the cases of Jeremiah and John the Baptist, 
assuming that what is afiSrmed in Scripture con- 
cerning them has respect to such spiritual regene- 
ration. 

6. That if infant baptism, duly administered, 
really has the eflBcacy attributed to it, the child 
receiving it would, as his mental and moral powers 
unfolded, afford evidence of the fact. 

6. That when one so baptized has attained the 
proper exercise of his intellectual and moral 
faculties, and does not exhibit the specific charac- 
teristics of a child of God. as delineated by the 
pen of inspiration, we are warranted to conclude, 
that he is not a child of God; both on the ground 
of the absence of the specific marks required, 
and on the principle indicated by our Lord him- 
self, " by their fruits ye shall know them." 

7. That the spiritual renovation represented 
both by our Lord and his Apostles as essential to 
salvation, would, in the case of such child, and in 
every similar case, remain still to he performed ; 
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since it is not the fact of its having been baptized 
that "would prove its fitness for heaven, but its ha- 
bitual and unequivocal manifestation of the scrip- 
tural characteristics of a child of God, as contra- 
distinguished from the children of the world. 

8. That as the spiritual birth of the soul is, in 
reference to every man, the most important event 
of all others, and the internal origin and spring of 
all the present and future happiness of every true 
believer in Christ; as it is essential to the con- 
summation of the work of human redemption in 
all persons, and associated with the highest glory 
to the triune Deity, it follows, that whatever 
doctrine, or opinion, has a tendency to diminish 
the importance of such spiritual change, and to 
obstruct, or prevent, its accomplishment, must be 
dishonouring as regards God, and destructive as 
regards man, in degrees beyond the power of 
human language to describe. 

9. That, as the doctrine of baptismal regenera- 
tion, both in its principle, and in its practical 
operation, does really obstruct, and even actually 
supersede the necessity for, $uch essential spi- 
ritual change, it necessarily incurs the impu- 
tation of tending in the highest degree to the 
dishonour of God, and the destruction of the souls 
of men. 

10. That, as the Church Catechism, in the 
plainest and most unambiguous language, incul- 
cates this doctrine, it must be, in the highest 
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degree, inexpedient, and perilous to continue the 
use of it, in its present form, as a manual of in- 
struction. 

In what I have now taken the liberty to address 
to your Grace, I have, as proposed, confined my- 
self to that portion of the Catechism which re- 
quires the catechumen to declare, that he was in 
bis baptism made a " child of 6od." It is evident, 
however, that similar objections lie against the 
other two declarations which are put into the 
child's mouth, viz. that he was, by baptism, in 
his infancy, made '* a member of Christ," and ^' an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven;" assertions 
apparently as anti-scriptural, as that to which the 
preceding observations are intended to apply, and, 
perhaps, equally injurious in their influence. Had 
the inventive powers of the human mind been 
taxed to the utmost, to discover the most compen- 
dious and effectual means, under the guise of re- 
ligion, of extinguishing the light of the Gospel ; 
of preventing the salvation of the soul, and of 
leading men down to the chambers of eternal 
death and despair, may it not be reasonably in- 
quired whether any possible exertion of those 
powers could have produced means more fitly 
adapted to accomplish these disastrous issues, than 
the brief, but most comprehensive, passage in the 
Church Catechism now in question? While one 
of the primary objects of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is to lead men to regard the blessings and 
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privileges, mentioned in this passage of the Cate- 
chism, as of essential and transcendent importance, 
and such as every man should make it hisfirsi 
business to attain, is not, my Lord, its ap- 
parent tendency to reduce the importance of 
these privileges and blessings to the utmost con- 
ceivable point, and to prevent men, not only from 
pursuing them as infinitely valuable and indispen- 
sable objects of attainment, but even from con- 
sidering them, subsequently to the administration 
of the rite of baptism, as at all necessary? Should 
your Grace feel hesitation on the subject of assent 
to these questions, I would fain cherish the hope, 
that the subjoined considerations, in reference to 
some of the preceding series of quotations from the 
New Testament, may tend to remove it. The pas- 
sages I purpose to select, describe, as children of 

God, 

I. Those who believe in the name of Jesus 

Christ. John i. 12. (Vide page 7.) 

To believe in the name of Jesus Christ, I doubt 

not, your Grace will admit, is to believe in the 

twofold constitution of his person ; in the divinity 

of his mission ; in the truth of his doctrine ; in 

the facts of his history, particularly in his atoning 

death, resurrection and ascension ; in the promised 

bestowment of the Holy Spirit, and generally in 

the nature, objects and effects of his mediatorial 

work ; and, consequently, that those persons who 

have this faith possess an intelligent and spiritual 
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acquaintance with the testimony of Scripture re- 
lating to these several points. 

IL Those who receive Jesus Christ. John i. 
12. (Vide page 7.) 

To " receive" Jesus Christ, I presume, your Grace 
will admit is to receive him in the characters and 
offices and for the purposes which the Scriptures 
describe. The persons who have really so received 
him are, of course, those, and those only, who 
have cordially entered into the design of his mis- 
sion, who, in all things, submit to him as their 
Supreme Lord and Lawgiver, and who humbly, 
yet firmly, trust in him as their Saviour, who has 
opened the way for their pardon, justification, and 
acceptance with God ; for the free communication 
and effectual sustentation of their spiritual life, and 
fpr that purification of the soul which is absolutely 
necessary to fit the believer for a residence in, and 
a participation of the unfading glories and holy 
enjoyments of heaven. 

III. The children of God are led by the Spirit 
of God. Rom. viii. 14. (page 8.) 

Those who are led by the Spirit of God are, of 
course, such as are willing to be led by him; for he 
leads none against their will. They are made 
'' willing in the day of his power." Those who 
are led by the Spirit, " walk not after the flesh 
but after the Spirit." They are guided by him 
*'into all truth" necessary for their salvation. Thus 
hath the wisdom of God graciously provided 
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against the awful hazard of their being led, and 
others from the awful hazard of leading them, 
into the way of error and destruction. 

IV. The children of God have the witness of 
the Spirit witnessing with their spirits that they 
are the children of God. Rom. viii. 16. (page 8.) 

If any man, calling himself a Christian, be 
really a child of God, his own personal religious 
experience coincides with the peculiar charac- 
teristics of this endearing and dignified relation, 
as delineated by the Holy Spirit in his own in- 
spired Word, and thus he obtains a perfect assu- 
rance of the actual subsistence of this relation in 
his own case. And in this way the words of the 
Apostle, " the Spirit witnesseth with our spirits 
that we are the children of God," receive their 
verification. 

V. The children of God receive the spirit of 
adoption. Gal. iv. 6. (page 8.) 

And thus are enabled to hold fellowship with 
God as their Father in Jesus Christ, with fervent 
afiection, unwavering confidence and unspeakable 
delight^n a manner resembling, but, of course, 
very far surpassing, the feelings of a loving and 
obedient child, who, after estrangement and sub- 
sequent reconciliation, is permitted again to go into 
the presence and to enjoy the smiles of bis father. 

VI. The children of God have renounced and 
abandoned all sin, 1 John iii. 9 ; v. 18. (page 9.) 

The children of God, have renounced sin as a 
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source of gratification, and as an instrument of 
worldly gain and ambition; with all the malig- 
nant and envious passions and desires; and have 
done so on exalted and inflexible principles ; from 
love and gratitude to God for his inestimable 
grace and goodness ; particularly as manifested in 
the gifts of his Son and Spirit ; with a genuine spirit 
of loyalty and allegiance to him as supreme in 
authority — with a holy jealousy for the mainte- 
nance of his righteous government, its laws, or- 
dinances, rights, and interests — and with a cordial 
delight in all his precepts and commandments; 
accompanied by a willing and cheerful subjection 
to them, and a conscientious desire and aim to 
obey them to the full extent of their obligations, 
as described in the Scriptures. Deviations from 
the divine commands, should the child of God be 
so unhappy as to trespass on forbidden ground, 
inevitably afilect his heart in a manner resembling 
that in which the heart of the loving and obedient 
child to whom we have adverted, would be af- 
fected, who when he should discover that he had 
offended his father, would acknowledge and 
bewail his fault, shedding tears of sorrow and rer 
peutance. 

But as to the present mark of a child of 
God the language of the Apostle John is very 
strong. He says,'' Whosoever is born of God doth 
not commit sin ; for his seed remaineth in him : 
and he cannot sin, because he is born of God." 
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This declaration has the appearance of being 
inconsistent with another declaration of the same 
Apostle, in the same epistle, with which com- 
paratively few adult persons in this country are en- 
tirely unacquainted, viz. " If we say that we have 
no siui we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us." This is true of the child of God while 
he continues in this world, for here he is still 
encompassed by infirmity, and always in many 
things ofiends; and yet notwithstanding the de- 
claration of the Apostle immediately before us, it is 
also in a very important and intelligible sense true, 
that *' whosoever is born of God doth not commit 
sin ;" ** he cannot sin, because he is born of God." 
The essence of sin consists in its opposition to the 
authority of God, and aversion to holiness ; whereas 
the child of God is very jealous for the authority 
of the Lord God of Hosts, and loves and delights 
in holiness, as his proper element. It is, there^ 
fore, quite impossible that he should offend God 
as the world does, or as he himself did previously 
to his spiritual regeneration. He cannot now 
tolerate sin. He has a decided and uncompro- 
mising aversion to sin. His abandonment of it, 
is neither equivocal nor partial, but determinate, 
absolute, universal, and lasting. His constant de- 
sire, prayer, and aim are to avoid all temptation to 
sin. He cannot trifle with it, or make light of it. He 
has a constant dread of sin, and should he at any 
time sinfully offend (for he is not yet one of *' the 



18 

spirits of the jast made perfect") be is filled with 
penitential grief. Again, if he thus offends it 
is the effect of sudden surprisal, not of deliberate 
purpose. As the Apostle Paul expresses it, he 
is overtaken in a fault ; which is a verj^ different 
thing from pursuing a temptation for the purpose 
of sinning. Full consent of the will to sin, or any 
thing like habitual, purposed, and deliberate of* 
fending is, therefore, as to the child of God, quite 
out of the question. Moreover, in case of a sud- 
den surprisal and betrayal into a word or action 
which the Scripture plainly, and his conscience 
strongly condemns, he is not only plunged into 
deep sorrow on account of it, but penitentially 
confesses and bewails his sin before his Heavenly 
Father, and as soon as occasion offers, retires into 
his chamber, and again confessing and deploring 
it, weeps bitterly. Neither can he have any rest 
in his spirit till he has scriptural reason to believe 
that he has obtained forgiveness of God for such 
particular transgression of his law, accompanied 
by the peace-speaking application of the propiti- 
atory blood of Christ to his conscience, Heb. x. 22. 

VII. The child of God doeth righteousness 
and lovetb his brother, for *' whosoever doth not 
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth 
not his brother." 1 John iii. 10. (page 9.) 

The child of God not only has a cordial aver- 
sion to sin, and to whatever leads to sin, but he 
habitually practises righteousness. His righteous- 
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ness, however, does not consist of what the world 
agrees to call rectitude and probity^ but of a 
rectitude and probity intrinsiealiy far more exalted 
than theirs ; it has, moreover, respect to the 
rights of God, as well as to the rights of man, and 
to the rights of man as a probationer for eternity, 
as well as a tenant of this world ; while his yiews 
of moral obligation extend to the minutest par- 
ticulars of integrity, as well as to the broader and 
more prominent outlines. Besides, his motives 
and principles and rules of action are of an im* 
mensely more elevated character than those of 
the conventional code of morals adopted by the 
men of the world, (whether these range themselves 
under the flag of infidelity, or the banner of Christ,) 
which, indeed, properly speaking, have nothing 
exalted about them, but when strictly examined, 
evidently resolve themselves into merely selfish 
considerations. 

VIII. The child of God '*loveth his brother:' 
1 John iii. 10 ; iv. 7, and v. 1. (page 9.) 

This is a very important and determinate cha- 
racteristic of the children of God. A child of 
God loves his brother ** according to the flesh," 
bis natural brother, with a natural afiection ; he 
also has the love of ordinary benevolence, in 
regard to his fellow-creatures generally. But 
neither of these afibctions is what the Apostle 
means. Neither of these would constitute the 
test of character which the Apostle has in view. 
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The love of whicb he speaks, is the love of the 
children of God, AS such ; because they are the 
children of God. This clearly appears from another 
of the above-cited verses, ** whosoever believeth 
that Jesus is the Christ is bom of God : and every 
one that loveth him that begat, loveth him also 
that is begotten of him." In other words, he who 
loves God, loves the children of God ; and the 
children of God, are those who believe that Jesus 
Christ is born of God ; and the converse is equally 
true ; they who love not the children of God, are 
not themselves his children. It is hardly neces- 
sary to observe, that to believe as a matter of fact, 
or sacred history, that Jesus Christ is born of 
God constitutes no man a child of God ; for, if 
that were the case, thousands would be such, 
in whom not a single mark, or characteristic, of 
the children of God can be found. This expres- 
sion, like that of the same Apostle, already con- 
sidered under No. I. (page 13) comprehends the 
belief of all that is implied in the name of Christ, 
or the Messiah ; and the cordial reception of him 
in that character, and in reference to all the holy, 
sublime and benevolent objects, and results of his 
mission. 

The children of God are all of one family ; and 
have the same moral or spiritual nature. Their 
principles, sentiments, feelings, dispositions, and 
pursuits ; their aims, rules of action, objects, and 
ends, are all substantially and essentially the 
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same. They are all brethren, and, in the economy 
of grace, Jesus Christ is their elder brother.* Al- 
though they may have been previously strangers, 
they easily and soon become known to each other, 
and cleave to each other with an affection which is 
experienced only by the children of God, and 
which is quite inconceivable by unregenerate per- 
sons. For the mutual love which unites real 
believers in Christ, is founded on the fact of their 
having been respectively born again of the Spirit, 
or spiritually regenerated ; on the common cha- 
racter of their new nature and their common rela- 
tion to the same Heavenly Father and Divine 
Saviour; and not in the least degree on any ex- 
ternal circumstance ; such, for instance, as being 
members of any particular church, in any par- 
ticular nation, or part of the world, which, as 
to this point, are matters perfectly indifferent; 
whereas those things which constitute the charac- 
teristics or attributes of a child of God are things 
of essential and infinite importance. Particular 
christian communities or churches rise and fall, 
flourish and decay, but the Church of Christ, 
which is composed only of his brethren, the spi- 
ritual children of his Heavenly Father, and is the 
family of God, like the truth of his Word, endureth 
for ever. Thus the elements which constitute 
the character of a child of God have nothing 
in them accidental or external, but are essential, 

* Heb.il. 1], 12. 
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spiritual, and immutable, fixed in the inmost re^ 
cesses of the soul and partaking ofits immortality. 

The members of the family of God are found in 
every christian community in which the spiritual 
life of religion prevails, and in which the doctrines 
of the New Testament, confirmed as they are by 
the Old, are cordially embraced and obeyed. 
Such, and no others, are they whom God recog- 
nises as his children* As to a church or christian 
community composed altogether of true disciples 
of Christ, this recognition is both individual and 
collective. Whenever there are found in a com« 
munity so designated, men and women of the 
world, this recognition is, of course, individual 
only. The foundation of God standetb sure having 
this seal : " The Lord knowetb them that are his. 
And let every one that nameth the name of Christ 
depart from iniquity." *' What is the chaff to the 
wheat, saith the Lord ?" ** He will throughly purge 
his floor, and gather his wheat into the garner ; but 
he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

Now it inevitably follows, that those professing 
Christians, who do not love the members of this uni- 
versal spiritual family, are not, themselves, the chil- 
dren of God, neither are they members of Christ, 
nor inheritors (or heirs) of the kingdom of heaven. 
For thus speaketh the Apostle John, " We know 
that we have passed from darkness to light, be- 
cause we love [not the members of any particular 
communion, assuming to be disciples of Christ, 
but because we love] the brethren** — the brethren 
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of Cbrist, the spiritual children of God, in him. 
Members of a particular church may have a kind 
of attachment to other members of it, without 
christian affection for them; or they may have 
affection for them because they are members of 
their own particular church, without love to them 
as brethren in Christ, in which cases, it is obvious, 
the regard they profess to cherish may be essen- 
tially selfish, involving views and feelings as re- 
mote as can be conceived, from that holy, generous, 
exalted affection, which, while it cleaves to every 
individual brother and sister in Christ, embraces, 
in the arms of its expansive and sublime philan- 
thropy, ** the whole family in heaven and earth" 
who are accurately named after Him. Now the 
awful alternative here is, that whoever has not 
dwelling in him this love to '' the brethren,'' 
whatever his profession or subterfuges may be, 
*' abideth in death." 

IX. The children of God overcome the world. 
" Whoever," says the Apostle John, *' is born of 
God overcometh the world." 1 John v. 4, (page 9.) 
They must evidently, then, be men who have that 
faith which is of the operation of God, for the 
same Apostle saith plainly, ** This is the victory 
(or instrument of victory, the. effect being put 
figuratively for the cause, J which overcometh the 
world, even our faith." He also plainly describes 
what it is in the world which the child of God over- 
comes. '* All that is in the world, the lust of the 
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fleshy and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof : 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for 
ever." The language of the Church Catechism 
harmonizes with this description, where it is im* 
plied that the things which the child of God re- 
nounces, are ** the devil and all his works, the 
pomps and vanities of this wicked world, and 
all the sinful lusts of the flesh.'* It is, how- 
ever, of high importance that the catechumen 
should be taught that the renunciation of the lip, 
without the renunciation of the life, is hypocrisy, 
not religion, and that even an actual or practical 
renunciation of those evils would afibrd no certain 
or satisfactory evidence of the existence of a filial 
spiritual relation to God. It is obvious that an 
unregenerate man might abandon all these things 
uninfluenced by motives of christian piety^ and 
virtue. Still such negative proof is an essential 
component of the general evidence which sustains 
the fact of spiritual regeneration. The positive 
evidence of this change, however, while it is 
equally essential, is of a far loftier character ; in- 
volving reconciliation and friendship with God, 
union to Christ, daily spiritual fellowship with the 
Father and the Son, resemblance to the divine 
image, submission to the divine authority, and 
holy obedience to the divine commands. The 
negative evidence may be proof that a man has. 
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Id certain respects, renounced the world, the addition 
of the positive evidence shows that he has renounced 
it fully, and that he is on his way to heaven. 

X. The children of God are not recognised as 
such by the world. ** Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, [i, e. upon be- 
lievers,] that we should be called the sons of God: 
therefore the world knoweth us not, because it 
knew him not." 1 John iii. 1. 

The character of the children of God presents 
to the world an unresolvable enigma. Neither 
their principles, their motives, their habits, their 
privileges, tlieir intercourse, their enjoyments, 
their objects, their consolations, nor their hopes, 
are understood. Of the inhabitants of this earth, 
the child of God is alone invested with true dig- 
nity, yet the world holds him in contempt; he only 
is endowed with true wisdom, yet the world ac- 
counts him a fool ; he only exercises the virtues 
of truly genuine and pure benevolence, yet the 
world deems him uncharitable; he only enjoys 
really heart-gladdening pleasures, yet the world 
regards him as living without any. God has de- 
signated his own people the ** salt of the earth ;" 
the antiseptic element in the composition of so- 
ciety, which preserves it from a state of moral 
putrescence, and even nations from dissolution 
and destruction ; yet the world would regard it as 
a happy riddance had they entirely ceased to dwell 
in the midst of them. 

c 



26 

XI, "Whatsoever is born of God overcometh 
the world." 1 John v. 4. 

This evidence that a man is born again of the 
Spirit, in other words, has been made a child 
of God by his regenerating power and grace, 
every person of the least reflection may readily 
comprehend and apply. Every man may learn 
what is meant by *' the world," from the follow- 
ing words of the apostle John in the same epistle. 
*' All (says he) that is in the world, the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, 
are not of the Father, but is of the world." 
1 John ii. 16. Any person may easily distinguish 
between the man who is struggling against the 
sinful principles, maxims, habits, pursuits, and 
spirit of the world — and the man who is carried 
along with the world, iu the course of the world, 
acting on its principles, approving its maxims, 
complying with all its appropriate solicitations, 
and participating in its various pleasures and 
amusements. Thus, also, the apostle James de- 
scribes the world's friendship and friends. ''Know 
ye not (says he) that the friendship of the world 
is enmity with God I whosoever therefore will be 
a friend of the world is the enemy of God.'' James 
iv. 4. And our Lord himself, speaking of his 
true disciples, says, ''and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as 
I am not of the world." John xvii. 14. If, then, 
a man lives in the spirit and " after the course 
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of this world," it is evident that, in the Scripture 
sense of the designation, he is not a child of God. 
The above words of our Lord also point out the 
true cause of persecution ; ** the world hath hated 
them because they are not of the worldJ^ Now, 
this hatred is one of those roots of bitterness, 
which the work of spiritual regeneration, accord- 
ing to the Scripture representations which I have 
taken the liberty to bring before your Grace, can 
alone eradicate. 

XII. The children of God are persecuted by the 
children of the world. Gal. iv. 29, (page 8.) 

They stand in relation to each other as the perse- 
cuted and the persecutors, St. Paul thus affirmed 
in his time, as to that of Isaac and Ishmael. 
*' As then he that was born after the flesh perse- 
cuted him that was born after the Spirit, even so 
it is now." And it may be added, with a strict 
regard to truth, so it is still. Without adverting 
to the spirit and proceedings of the Roman and 
Greek Churches and of Mahomedans, it is only 
necessary to observe what is constantly taking place 
in every part of our own country, with the con- 
nivance, and frequently by the instrumentality of 
those, whose office, or whose rank and station, 
require that they should, in a peculiar manner, 
cherish good will towards and openly countenance 
and encourage those who enter upon a life of 
uncompromising obedience to the law§ of God 
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and to the laws of the land, and act with an 
inflexible regard to the dictates of their con- 
sciences. Those who are read in history, and are 
also observant of what daily passes in the world, 
and even in their own neighbourhoods, need not be 
at a loss to ascertain who they have been, and 
who they still are, that stand in the relation of 
persecutors^ and who they were who have stood, 
and who they are who now stand, in the relation 
of the persecuted. It would be well if those who 
stand in the former relation, would cherish a 
solemn recollection of the words uttered by the 
Psalmist concerning such as bear that character, 
viz. '* He hath ordained his arrows against the 
persecutors,'* and were to assure themselves, that 
some of the sharpest of those weapons will be 
directed against such as persecute '' for righ- 
teousness' sake ;'* who, for instance, when a ser- 
vant or tenant is brought, by the grace of God, 
under the authority and influence of religious 
principle, and inflexibly adheres to his conscien- 
tious convictions of duty, instead of bestowing 
on such divinely-favoured individual additional 
marks of his countenance and approbation, treats 
him rather as one might treat a person who has 
committed an ofience, ** to be punished by the 
Judge." In this age of enlightened sentiment 
in regard to the rights of conscience and the 
principles of religious liberty, (rights and prin- 
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ciples formally and explicitly recognised by the 
Sovereign and the State») it would be a re- 
proach to our times and nation to suppose any 
really pious individual of distinguished rank or 
station would plead that a domestic or a tenant, 
to whose injury these rights and principles had 
been violated, had not been taken in the Gospel 
net exactly at the same spot or in the same mesh 
with himself. But in scripturally enlightened 
and pious persons the spirit of persecution dwells 
not. This spirit has its seat in the hearts of the 
children of this world, and of those chiefly who* 
under the profession of Christianity, and often 
with the firm but, of course, false persuasion that 
they themselves are Christians, hate the righteous 
man, and dislike the exalted holiness of his 
character, with which, unhappily, their own habits 
are more or less at variance. But the greatest 
amount of guilt contracted by persecution " for 
righteousness' sake," will probably appear to have 
been incurred by ungodly ecclesiastics; worldly^ 
carnal men, who had filled theofiice of minister of 
Christ, while destitute of his Spirit. Such persons, 
generally speaking, have been usually the most 
efiective instigators of persecution, and have thus 
become amenable to the Judge of All, not only 
for the evil prejudices cherished in their own 
breasts, but also for the sins of heart and action to 
which they had instigated others. By means of the 
malignant and violent passions which, likewise, agi.- 
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cation within them bears testimony that they are 
the children of the Wicked One. He was a mur- 
derer from the beginning, and the first man he 
slew was a child of God^ and this he effected 
by the instrumentality of another. " As then 
[also] he that was born after the flesh persecuted 
him that was born after the Spirit, so it is nowJ^ 
This distinction constitutes a most important test 
of character. May persecuting Romanists, and 
all who symbolize and sympathise with Romanists, 
solemnly ponder these things, before the Judge 
summons them to his bar. 

I ought, perhaps, to ask your Grace's pardon 
for introducing into this letter remarks in the 
shape of a formal exposition of Scripture, but, I 
trust, my motive will be accepted as an apology. 
It appeared to me, that by bringing the testimony 
of God's own Word on the subject of spiritual re- 
generation, in contrast with the doctrine of the 
Catechism, the awful error of the latter would b6 
more strikingly exhibited than by any other means. 
And your Grace will doubtless admit, that whe* 
ther infant-baptism involves spiritual regeneration 
or not, spiritual regeneration itself is essential to 
salvation ; and, consequently, that if a person 
bearing the christian name, does not also bear those 
christian marks, or characteristics, of such spiri- 
tual regeneration, as are represented in the fore- 
going quotations from the New Testament, he is 
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not, in the sense of the New Testament, a Chris- 
tian. And, further, that if such individual deem 
himself entitled to the privileges of the Christian, 
in the present world, or to the possession of the 
Christian's inheritance, in the next, he practises 
on himself a deception of the most perilous cha- 
racter. Whatever view may be taken of this 
much-controverted question, these conclusions^ my 
Lord, appear to be inevitable. 

If the rite of baptism be scripturally adminis- 
tered to an infant, it may be safely admitted that 
such infant is, by means of such administration of the 
rite, received into the outward and visible Church 
of Christ; but whether he was then also spiritually 
regenerated, and united to Christ's spiritual 
Church, and thus became ^' a member of Christ, 
a child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven," could not possibly be known without a 
specific revelation from heaven to that effect. 
Even supposing one, so baptized, to display, from 
the very first unfoldings of his rational and moral 
powers, up to man's estate, indubitable signs of 
renovating and sanctifying grace, no scriptural 
warrant would thereby be afforded for affirming, 
that such infant had been spiritually regenerated 
at the time of its baptism. Such " secret things 
belong to God" — they are those that ** are re- 
vealed" with which it behoves his immortal crea- 
tures to concern themselves. 
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The Question and Answer which next follow in 
the Catechism are — 

" What did your Godfathers and Godmothers 
then for you ? 

'' They did promise and vow three things in my 
name : Firsts that I should renounce the devil and 
all his works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked 
worlds and all the sinful lusts of the flesh. Se- 
condly, that I should believe all the Articles of 
the Christian Faith. And thirdly j that I should 
keep God's holy Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the same all the days of my life" 

The sureties are here represented as having 
solemnly promised and engaged, that an infant, 
who might fade and die at its mothers breast, 
shall, when come of age, ** renounce," " believe," 
and ** perform," those very things, which constant 
experience shows that men are least disposed to re- 
nounce, believe, and perform of all others. Persons 
eminent for piety and wisdom have expressed doubt 
concerning the expediency of even a real Chris- 
tian, of adult age, binding himself by religious 
promises and engagements. And, perhaps, it 
might be desirable, that such Christian should not 
avow his pious intentions in stronger language 
than the following. ' 1 purpose, during the future 
part of life, in humble dependance on the Holy 
Spirit's aid, to watch and pray against temptation; 
to seek, in his strength, to resist it ; to take the 
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Word of God for my rule; to obey all his com- 
mandments; to believe in, love, and serve my 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; to love all his 
true disciples, of every name, and to cherish the 
spirit, and perform the duties of christian benevo- 
lence towards all my fellow-creatures/ But the 
engagement which the Catechism recognises, is 
absolute and unqualified ; and it is moreover made 
in the name of another. But no person can law- 
fully make a promise or engagement in the name 
of another, without his authority, warrant, and 
consent. This is universal, permanent, and im- 
mutable law, and no ecclesiastical or political 
power can possibly disturb it. But, in the present 
case, no such authorization is possible : the pro- 
mise or engagement must, consequently, however 
formally binding, be essentially invalid, and, 
strictly speaking, incapable of becoming the basis 
of moral obligation. Indeed, it is evident, that the 
principle of such engagement, if universally car- 
ried out in the commerce of mankind, would throw 
society, in every country, into a state of inde- 
scribable confusion. If then it be inquired to 
whom, or with whom, is the promise, or engage- 
ment, of the sponsors made, it may be replied, 
that those persons would seem most to consult the 
honour of the promisee, who should be most sedu- 
lous in his endeavours to conceal his name; for it 
can be creditable to none to be a party to an en- 
gagement which is opposed to reason ; which tends 
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to subvert the foundations of law, and to derange 
the order of society. 

But it may be further inquired, what is the na- 
ture, or subject, of the promise or engagement 
made by the sureties? Obviously (it may be an- 
swered) a subject as to which (speaking with great 
liberality) it is a hundred to one that the prO" 
mise or engagement will never be realized, either 
by the baptized individual or his sureties. And 
when it is considered how much the sovereignty; 
the eternal counsels and purpose, the infinite '' wis- 
dom and prudence;" the free favour and the effec- 
tual grace of God, are concerned in the subject 
of this engagement of the sponsors, is it possible, 
my Lord, to vindicate the engagement itself from 
the imputation of rash irreverence and presump- 
tion? 

But, my Lord, may not a further inquiry be rea- 
sonably made ? May not the abstract lawfulness and 
expediency of the practice of the Church of Eng- 
land, in regard to the office of sponsors, be justly 
questioned? So far from having any founda- 
tion in Scripture, does it not stand opposed to 
it? Does it not virtually supersede and prac- 
tically enfeeble the obligations of Christian pa- 
rents, in regard to that very point wherein, 
of all others, their duty is most imperative, viz. 
diligently to train up their offspring for God; 
in the knowledge, faith, and love of Christ, and 
in obedience to all his commandments ; enforcing 
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their christian instructions by a blameless ex^- 
ample, and seeking on behalf of their children^ by 
earnest prayer, those spiritaal influences from 
heaven which are absolutely necessary to give 
due eifect to their instructions. Very much of 
the importance of the baptismal rite, as adminis- 
tered to infants, would seem to be derived from 
its connexion with these parental obligations, 
and surely, no institution whatever can admit 
of defence which tends to weaken or supersede 
them. This, however, appears to be the direct 
and inevitable tendency of the appointment in 
question. God, who established the natural re- 
lations of parent and child, has, himself, engrafted 
on those reciprocal relations, moral obligations 
which cannot be infringed without incurring serious 
responsibility. It is the duty of the parent to 
train, and the duty of the child to submit to be 
trained. It is the duty of the parent to instruct 
the child in righteousness, and it is the duty of the 
child to receive the instruction of righteousness. 
To parents, in short, appertain the right and the 
duty to require obedience from their children; 
to children appertains the duty of rendering it. 
It is obvious, however, that no such natural and 
moral obligations, as belong to parents, attach to 
sponsors. Besides, an indescribable charm, of 
no small importance to the effect of instruction, 
attends the communication and reception of in- 
struction, between a pious and tender parent 
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atid ao affectionate and dutiful child, which it 
would be in vain to look for in the case of spon- 
sors. Again, how seldom are the sponsors se* 
lected with due regard to their personal qualifica- 
tions for the proper discharge of the solemn ob- 
ligations they are about to contract, or even to the 
means and facilities which are indispensably ne- 
cessary for that purpose. And is not there, my 
Lord, great reason to apprehend, nay, for 
believing, that the number is incalculable of 
those who contract the obligations of sponsors, 
conscious that they are not qualified to fulfil them ; 
without any serious intention to fulfil them ; with- 
out any expectation that they shall ever be re- 
quired to fulfil them ; not to mention that even 
when it happens that the sponsors possess both 
ability and disposition to fulfil them, unavoidable 
remoteness of residence, and various other causes, 
often prevent their fulfilment of the duty. 

Now, I respectfully appeal to your Grace, whe- 
ther the retention in the formularies, or the obser- 
vance in the administration of the Church of Eng- 
land, of a merely human institute, which receives no 
countenance from the Word of God ; which imposes 
obligations that he has not, and virtually super- 
sedes obligations that he has, enjoined — which, 
further, is contrary to the dictates of nature and 
reason, as well as to the express precepts and 
general tenor of Scripture — and which, moreover, 
is, with lamentable frequency, associated with 
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what, to say the leasts looks very like profane 
mockery, in the invoked presence of God — can 
possibly be pleasing to Him ; to the real advantage 
of religion ; creditable to the Charch which prac- 
tises, or to the State that connives at such things-— 
and whether it be not peculiarly obligatory on every 
member of the Establishment to exert himself to 
the very utmost to get rid of a practice which ap- 
parently involves so many in the guilt of perjury 
and sacrilege, afflicts so many hearts, and scatters 
the seeds of so many and such great evils, in every 
direction, throughout the land. 

There are many pious, wise, and learned men 
who would here be ready to say. Is there not yet 
another inquiry ? viz. whether infants ought to be 
baptized at all ? To enter on such inquiry would 
evidently be foreign to the object of this letter, 
which was not to question the validity of infant- 
baptism, but to point out some of the objections to 
the mode of its administration, so far as they are 
suggested by the Church Catechism, and with a 
view to the revision or disuse of that formulary. If, 
however, in the future discussion of that much 
controverted subject (and from present appearances, 
it seems not unlikely, that it will yet receive a 
more close and searching investigation than mo- 
dern times, at least in our own country, have 
witnessed) any one consideration, independently of 
supposed real or apparent Scriptural authority, 
shall more than another, bias the mind of in- 
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qairers against iDfant- baptism, it is probable that 
consideratioD will be derived from the evils cod- 
sequent on the manner of its administration in the 
Church of England, and in other Established 
Churches of Christendom, both Protestant and 
Romish. 

But, although some persons, not considering these 
things, may wonder that pious and sensible, and even 
learned men, should be opposed to infant-baptism, 
surely such feeling may be reasonably felt 
that so baneful an appendage to it as we have seen 
that of sponsor in the Church of England to be, 
should be retained in its Bitual. The abrogation of 
this appointment would assuredly prevent multi- 
tudes of sins ; tend to restore many parents to their 
proper position in reference to the religious instruc- 
tion of their oflTspriug, and place more prominently 
before them the imperative obligations they are 
under to bring up their children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. Parents, it may 
be hoped, would then be solemnly counselled on 
this important duty, when they brought their 
infant offspring to the font, and the rite deferred 
till both of them were able to attend. But all this 
implies that the parents are really Christians, and 
both able and disposed to train up their offspring 
in the love and service of God. Here, then, 
incidentally arises another motive to the discharge 
of these religious obligations in regard to their 
children. If they are bound, by their profession of 
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Christianity^ to train up their children in piety, they 
ought to be themselves pious. If they are not pious, 
they will neither have the inclination nor ability 
to instruct their children in the things of God. 
Again, the parents are bound to set their children 
an example of '* righteousness and true holiness ;*' 
but how shall irreligious parents present a religious 
example? Such parents (to say nothing as to 
their christian right to have their children bap- 
tized,*) act with gross inconsistency as relates to 
their own profession of the name of Christ, and 
show that their affection for their offspring very 
little, if at all, exceeds that of savages for their». 
It has respect only to the bodies of their chil- 
dren and their worldly interests— their immortal 
spirits share none of their solicitude. 

Of course it behoves such parents, in reference 
to their own, as well as their children's salvation, 
to seek without delay, both for themselves and 
them, this inestimable blessing, and diligently to 
use every scriptural means for the attainment 
of such other qualifications as are requisite for 
training their offspring in the knowledge and love 
of God. In the mean time, if they are so happy 
as to have really pious relatives, or friends, wil- 
ling to take, for a time, the tuition, and to 
assist in the religious instruction of their chil- 

* Acts ii. 39. They are of course, spiritual, not merely nominal, 
believers in Christ, of whom the apostle Peter here speaks. 
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dren, they would, doabtless, do well to avail them- 
selves of their services. 

But here, my Lord, a very serious question 
arises. What, if the aid of such pious con- 
nexions be sought, or accepted, in default of piety 
in the sponsors ? Do the parents who take this 
course act rightly ? Surely, the proper answer to 
the question is, ** Yes ;" for it is imperative on 
them to obey God rather than man. But, then, if 
they obey God in this matter, how would such 
act of obedience affect, in numerous instances, the 
credit and feelings of the sponsors; the ritual 
obligation of the parents, and the alleged autho- 
rity of the Church? T trust your Grace will 
perceive in these considerations, further powerful 
reasons for a separation from the rite of baptism, 
as administered to infants in the Church of Eng- 
land, of the unscriptural and hurtful appendage 
now in question. But to proceed with the Cate- 
chism ;— 

The catechumen is next asked, whether he does 
not think he is bound to perform the promises 
made by his sponsors ? To ask a person, of any 
age, juvenile or adult, whether he believes he is 
bound by a promise made without his consent or 
authority, looking at the abstract principle, would 
seem to expose the interrogator to an ungratifying 
reflection. But such is evidently the bearing of this 
question. Do you not believe you are bound to 
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do as your sureties promised, because they have 
promised in your name ? and this is the sense in 
which Dr. Mant and other learned writers of the 
Church of England understand it. True, indeed, 
it is that, whether his sponsors had made the 
promise or not, the catechumen would be bound to 
perform what is included in the promises so made, 
for the obligation to do so rests on divine authority, 
which is the true and only basis on which the obli- 
gation to perform such things can be scripturally 
placed. The catechumen is taught to answer 
*^ YeSy verily*'' In this answer the catechumen is 
made to recognise as true a fallacious principle ; a 
religious obligation as properly based thereon ; and its 
binding force in reference to himself. These errors 
it is the abstract duty of the catechist to rectify ; 
but how can he be expected to do so, seeing 
that he is himself the authorized instrument of 
implanting them in the mind of bis pupil ? The 
words which follow the answer of the catechumen, 
viz. *' By God's help so 1 will/* are proper, con- 
sidered as implying a serious purpose to renounce 
the world ; to believe in Christ, and to walk in all 
the ordinances and commandments of the Lord 
blameless; since no person can do these things 
without the aid of the Holy Spirit ; but so far as 
these words are designed to recognise the promise 
and engagement of the sponsors, and the obliga- 
tion alleged to result therefrom, a regard to truth 
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and integrity compels me to say, that they appear 
to be exceedingly misplaced. 

The catechumen proceeds — " and I heartily 
thank our Heavenly Father that he has called me 
to this state of salvation^ through Jesus Christ 
our Saviour.^* This language is not sufficiently de- 
finite ; for it is not said in what the call consisted ; 
whether it was an outward or inward call ; 
whether it was a general or special call ; whether 
it was an instrumental or a spiritual call. 
The Scriptures recognise two species of cnllinq^ 
▼is. the outward call of the preaching of the 
Gospel, and the inward, spiritual, and efficient 
cally in pursuance of which, that Gospel is made, 
by the influence of the Holy Spirit, ** the power 
of God unto salvation/' The catechumen may 
have never heard the Gospel of Christ, as it is 
contained in the New Testament, fully or even 
partially preached, or preached at all, and conse- 
quently, in such case, may never have heard the out- 
ward call ; and his disposition, spirit, and manners 
may furnish no evidence at all of the spiritual and 
effectual call, and yet he is, nevertheless, required 
to use the above language — language that, ac- 
cording to the doctrine of the Catechism, may be 
reasonably supposed to imply the effectual call 
of God to a state of salvation. The same 
language, as your Grace well knows, is constantly 
put into the months of hundreds of thousands of 
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children, who manifest not the slightest indication 
of genuine christian piety ; and, in a large ma- 
jority of instances, without the least thought about 
either its fitness, or inapplicability, on the part 
either of teacher or scholar. 

We come now to what is called the Apostles* 
Creed. And here I, respectfully, submit to your 
Grace, whether it is right to require a child so- 
lemnly to declare his belief of that which he has 
not himself examined by the Scriptures, and 
which he is as yet incapable of so examining, and 
even the real import of which, it may be, he im- 
perfectly understands. Your Grace will admit 
that there is a manifest difference between im- 
parting religious knowledge to children by means 
of human manuals of instruction and requiring 
them to make a solemn declaration that they be- 
lieve the contents of such manuals to be true. 
To say nothing of the danger of the precedent, 
of the opening that may be thus made for the en- 
trance of error, and of the means hereby furnished 
for perpetuating it in the mind, can it be right, is 
it wise thus to paralyse the mental powers; to 
relax their exercise; to stifle reflection, and check 
examination ; in short, to separate, in effect, testi- 
mony from evidence, and conviction from inquiry? 
Would it not, my Lord, be preferable rather to 
draw out the mental powers of young persons 
into more active exercise on the great facts and 
truths of Revelation ; in the earnest searching of 
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the Scriptures to ascertain for themselves whether 
those things which they have been taught ** are 
so," and to prosecute such inquiry with prayer for 
the promised and gracious influences of the Holy 
Spirit? In this way they may be expected to 
attain a more intelligent knowledge and firmer 
belief in the Word of God — and, what is of still 
greater importance, to receive into their hearts 
the essential doctrines and inestimable counsels 
thereof, as so many fixed principles and powerful 
incitements to action, leading to a life and con- 
versation in conformity with that '' holiness without 
which no man shall see the Lord.*' I do not over- 
look the expositions of enlightened and pious 
parents, and of teachers, whether clerical or lay, but 
your Grace is fully aware how few comparatively 
of the lay members of the Church of England 
are properly qualified for the work of christian 
instruction : and I wish it could be aflirmed, that 
every one of its clergy was spiritually ^' able 
to instruct others /' The deplorable ignorance of 
genuine christian doctrine, which so extensively pre- 
vails among the children and young people under 
their superintendence, shows that there is neglect 
or great deficiency somewhere. Were I permitted 
to express my opinion on this point, I should say, 
that no essential and extensive improvement is 
likely to take place in regard to the religious 
knowledge and character of the rising generation 
within the pale of the Establishment, until forr 
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mularies of instruction in accordance with the 
New Testament are substituted for the Cate- 
chism, and for such other manuals as are used to 
explain it in its present form — till the teachers 
generally, whether cleric or laic, shall be decidedly 
spiritual characters, in the scripture sense of the 
term, and till the sound religious instruction given 
to the children is generally sanctioned and en- 
forced by the pious example of their parents and 
of the clergymen of the parish. 

I now come nearer to the Apostles' Creed, which, 
as it is so well known, I deem it unnecessary to 
transcribe. I am aware that my remarks on the 
Question and Answer, that immediately follow it, 
may be regarded by some as indicating excessive 
scrupulosity; but, as in a manual designed for the 
moral and religious instruction of youth, the smallest 
deviation from truth, sound reason, and propriety, 
as well as from Scripture, ought to be carefully 
avoided, I make no apology for introducing them. 

The Question and Answer are as follows : — 

" Question. What dost thou chiefly learn in 
these articles of thy belief? 

** Answer. First, I learn to believe in God the 
Father, who hath made me, and all the world; 
Secondly, in God the Son, who hath redeemed me, 
and all mankind ; Thirdly, in God the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctifieth me, and all the elect people 
of Godr 

On this Answer I observe, (1.) that no person 
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who has any spiritual acquaintance with the New 
Testament needs to be informed, that to believe 
that God exists, and created the world, and to be- 
lieve in God^ are two very different things ; that 
to believe that Jesus Christ was supernaturally 
born of a virgin, was crucified, rose again, and 
ascended into heaven, is a very different thing 
from believing in Jesus Christ, and so as to the 
Holy Ghost. Your Grace must be aware that 
these distinctions involve considerations of the 
very highest importance. It would, however, be 
quite inconsistent with the limits of this letter 
to enter on the elucidation of them. All, there- 
fore, that I can do is to refer to the remarks on 
John i. 12, which occur in the thirteenth page of it. 
(2.) It will be seen, by a glance at the Creed itself, 
that the Catechumen does not learn from it all 
that he is required to declare in his Answer that 
he does learn from it. He does learn from it, that 
God, there called the Father, made him and all 
the world ; but he does not learn from it, that God 
the Son hath redeemed him and all mankind, and 
that " God the Holy Ghost" is the sanctifier of 
himself and all the elect people of God. These 
things are not mentioned in the Belief, and, there- 
fore, cannot be learned from it ; and if, on the 
other hand, they are to be regarded as conclusions, 
deduced from what is contained in it, theft the 
Catechumen is hereby taught to reason incorrectly, 
viz., to admit into his inferences more than is to 
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be foQDd in his premises. (3.) It would seem to 
have been the design of the Author of the Creed 
to declare, and of the Authors of the Catechism 
to teach the triune subsistence of God ; but this it 
is evident they have not done, but rather tritheism. 
The Answer seems, on this point, especially, cal- 
culated to confound and mislead the understanding 
of a reflecting child, rather than to enlighten and 
inform it. 

As to the substance of the Answer itself, if 
nothing more were intended to be affirmed by it, 
than that our Lord hath, by his sufferings unto 
death, made *' a full, perfect, and sufficient sacri-. 
fice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole world ;" and that the Holy Spirit is the 
sanctifier of all the real people of God, its scrip- 
tural accuracy could not be denied. But if 
the Catechumen be required to declare in this 
Answer, that he is himself personally interested 
in the redemption of Christ; a privilege ob- 
tained by means of the faith that is ''of the 
operation of God ;" and that he is sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit, and is one of " the elect people 
of God," without other evidence of his participa- 
tion in these exalted benefits of Christianity, be- 
sides his baptism, then I must submit to your 
Grace, whether the Answer, so understood, does 
not require the Catechumen to affirm what may 
neither be warranted by Scripture, nor true in fact. 
But, indeed, (and it is a most affecting and heart- 
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rending consideration,) one of the most prominent 
and most perilous errors of the Church Cate- 
chism, is, in reference to personal Christianity, 
to take that for granted which requires to be 
proved. 

In regard to the substance of the Creed itself, 
I cannot refrain from observing, that it is exceed- 
ingly meagre and defective ; and that its title is a 
gross reflection both on the Apostles, and on those 
who affixed it. Surely, something very far better 
might be easily composed, for the use of the 
Church, from the writings of the Apostles, if 
judged necessary. 

The Decalogue comes next ; and I must here 
beg to submit to your Grace, whether the Ten 
Commandments, which are almost entirely pro- 
hihitory, and divinely prescribed under the Jewish 
Economy, ought not in a Christian Manual of In- 
struction to have been accompanied by the positive 
precepts peculiar to the Christian Religion. The 
exposition of the Decalogue is good, as far as it 
goes, but might it not, my Lord, have been use- 
fully accompanied by an explanation of the spe- 
cific nature, motives, spirit, and ends of religious 
obedience, derived from the light of Christianity ; 
since these things constitute the animating and 
directing soul of such obedience. Indeed, it is 
greatly to be lamented, that neither in the exposi- 
tion of the Decalogue, nor in reference to the 
Apostles* Creed, which is given, though, I con- 
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ceive, very improperly, as a Summary of the 
Christian Faith, does the Catechism take any 
notice whatever of many of the leading articles of 
that Faith, some of them, essentially necessary to 
salvation ; useful, too, as such notice might have 
been made in supplying both the deficiencies of 
the Creed, and motives adapted to enforce obedi- 
ence to the Commandments. I shall here parti- 
cularise some of these omissions. There is no 
mention, for instance, of the Fall, and conse- 
quent depravity of man — the necessity thence 
arising for the holy renewal of the human heart — 
the nature of spiritual regeneration — the divine 
Agent which effects this holy renovation of the 
soul — the instrumentality by which it is effected— 
the means of sustaining the spiritual life of the 
believer—the origin, nature, operation, and fruits 
of true repentance and faith — the grounds on 
which mercy and forgiveness are bestowed on the 
penitent believer in Christ — the nature of justi- 
fication by, of reconciliation to, and of acceptance 
with God — the nature of christian love to God ; 
to our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, and to his 
real disciples, or of the scriptural evidences of their 
existence and exercise — the nature of the christian 
character and life, and their peculiar features and 
duties — the nature of spiritual worship, acceptable 
prayer, and holy fellowship with God —the pecu- 
liar sentiments and feelings with which the Chris- 
tian contemplates affliction, and anticipates death, 

D 
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judgment and eternity. These, and a variety of other 
topics, which enter into the substance of the Chris- 
tian Religion, admit of brief, simple, and familiar 
exposition, suited to the understandings of children, 
according to their different ages, and ought not to 
be omitted in Manuals of Instruction designed to 
instruct them in the knowledge of the Christian 
Faith and Life* But to proceed with the Cate- 
chism as it is, 

** Question. How many Sacraments hath Christ 
ordained in his Church ? 

** Answer. Two only^ €U generally necessary to 
salvation; that is to say ^Baptism and the Supper 
of the Lordr 

Baptism and the Lord's Supper are here repre- 
sented as Sacraments '^ generally necessary to sal- 
vation ;" language which, I think, your Grace will 
admit is better fitted to exercise the mind of a 
casuist, than to enlighten those either of a little or 
grown Catechumen. The only scriptural explana- 
tion, of which such language is capable, seems to be 
either, that the spiritual renovation and sustentation 
of the soul in " righteousness and true holiness," as 
represented in Baptism and in the Lord's Supper, are 
necessary to salvation : or that, in reference to these 
two institutes, submission to his authority, and obe- 
dience to his commands, as being essential ingre- 
dients in the personal religion of every true believer 
in Christ, are necessary to salvation ; thus also pro- 
viding, by the term '' generally," for those cases in 
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persons who have received the gifts of grace, 
bat whO| from local situation, in heathen or other 
countries, are out of the reach of Christian Ordi- 
nances. As, however, the words in question are 
not necessary to the Answer of which they form a 
part; as they convey no clear or definite idea, 
and seem, at least, to countenance the papal doc- 
trine relative to the efficacy of the sacraments, I 
submit to your Grace whether it would not be 
desirable to exclude them from a Christian and 
Protestant formulary. 

The Catechumen is next asked the following 

** Question. What meanest thou by this word 
Sacrament ? 

'' Answer. I mean an outward atid visible sign 
of an inward and spiritual grace given unto us, 
ordained by Christ himself as a means whereby 
we receive the same, and a pledge to assure us 
thereof 

The first clause of this Answer is perfectly scrip- 
tural ; for^ as we learn from the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, baptism was administered to those persons who 
afibrded credible evidence that they had already 
received the grace of God. This fact alone inflicts 
a death-wound on the dogma of baptismal regene- 
ration; since, assuming its truth, the individual in- 
stances of baptism recorded in the Acts, with the 
exception of that of Simon Magus, (a peculiar case, 
like that of Judas, doubtless, permitted for a spe- 
cial purpose,) would represent the effect as existing 
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before the operation of its alleged cause ; which is 
an impossibility. And, indeed, the language of 
the Answer, now under review, is, as to this point, 
in exact unison with Scripture, and opposed to the 
obnoxious dogma; for, it is evident, that bap- 
tism, considered as a '' sign," and it is in the An- 
swer so represented, pre-supposes the prior exist- 
ence of the thing signified by it. To affirm, 
however, without specific revelation from heaven, 
as to any infant, that it had received spiritual life 
and grace before baptism, would be as little war- 
ranted by Scripture as to affirm, after it had been 
baptized f that baptism had conferred them. It 
follows, therefore, that the two other clauses of 
the Answer are also without scriptural warrant ; 
for the words, " as a means whereby we receive 
the same, and a pledge to assure us thereof," 
must be interpreted in conformity with what the 
catechumen had already declared, viz., that he 
'* was made [in his baptism] a member of Christ, 
the child of God, and an inheritor of the kingdom 
of heaven ;*' and, consequently, that the catechu- 
men must be understood to mean, or rather he is 
required to say, that his baptism was the ^' means" 
by which he had then received the '^ inward and 
spiritual grace," and that it is ** a pledge," 
affording him divinely-prescribed assurance of 
the reality of the fact. Such things, alas ! do the 
Catechism, as taught, require thousands of children 
and young persons, of every grade of character, to 



53 

declare, without a single inquiry, on their own part, 
as to whether they do or do not exhibit the scrip- 
tural evidences of their being ** children of grace." 

*• Question. How many parts are there in a 
Sacrament ? 

"Answer. Two; the outward visible sign; and 
the inward and spiritual grace. 

" Question. What is the outward visible sigti, 
or Form in Baptism ? 

** Answer. Water; wherein the person is bap- 
tized, in the Name^ of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost J* 

The language of these two Answers and Ques- 
tions contains nothing, in itself, unscriptural; but, 
if understood, according to the doctrine of the 
Catechism, to imply that the thing signified in- 
variably accompanies the sacramental use of the 
sign, or, in other words, that such use of the sign 
necessarily imparts grace, then there can be no 
doubt, that even these apparently unexceptionable 
passages also contribute to uphold and to dissemi- 
nate the most pernicious error of the Catechism. 

" Question. What is the inward and spiritual 
grace ? 

** Answer. A death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness : For being by nature born in 
sin, and the children of wrath, we are hereby 
made the children of graced 

This answer is perfectly scriptural, if the word 
*• hereby " is understood to refer to the inward and 
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spiritual grace, by which means, in every true be- 
liever in Christ, a death unto sin, and a new birth 
unto righteousness are effected ; but if, as appears 
to be the case, it refers, in concurrence with the 
doctrine of the Catechism, to the alleged spiritual 
efficacy of infant baptism, it is a most dangerous 
confirmation of this fatal error. 

** Question. What is required of persons to he 
baptized? 

•• Answer. Repentance, whereby they forsake 
sin; and Faith, whereby they stedfastly believe 
the promises of God made to them in that Sacra- 
ment.** 

The first clause of this Answer is, evidently, 
scriptural ; but I submit to your Grace, whether 
the latter part of it ought not to have been to the 
following effect :^ 

^' Answer. Repentance, whereby they forsake 
sin ; Faith, whereby they stedfastly believe the 
promises God made," [in Christ, to such as truly 
repent, and sincerely receive him, and Obedience 
to all his holy commands, as the necessary fruit of 
genuine repentance and faith,] but, instead of the 
attention of the learner being drawn to the essen- 
tial points included in the brackets, it is directed to 
what is general and obscure, and of which an ex- 
planation on the baptismal principle of the Cate- 
chism would, perhaps, tend further to confirm the 
fatal errors involved in that principle. As this 
Answer, however, appears to have reference to 
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an adult candidate for baptism, the latter words, 
of course, admit, apart from that principle, in 
reference to such persons, of an explanation in 
accordance with the scripture doctrine concerning 
Baptism. 

*' Question. Why then are infants baptized^ 
when by reason of their tender age they cannot 
perform them? 

" Answer. Because they promise them both by 
their sureties ; which promise^ when they come to 
age^ themselves are bound to perform^^ 

It is plain that the reason here assigned for the 
baptism of infants is not to be found in the New 
Testament, and whether infant-baptism was insti- 
tuted by Christ, or, by his Apostles, with his 
authority, it is impossible that it should be the 
true reason ; inasmuch as the appointment of 
spoQsors was unknown till more than 100, alid, 
perhaps, more than 300 years after their time. 
Thas the catechumen is required to declare, as a 
reason for infant-baptism, that which has not, and 
could not possibly have, scriptural warrant, and 
which is obviously contradicted by the facts of his* 
tory. Whether, abstractedly speaking, to any 
man, or company of men, authority has been dele- 
gated to assign a reason for the institution of a 
divine ordinance which God himself has not as- 
signed, I shall leave for your Lordship*s consi- 
deration. The exceptionable character of the 
latter part of the present Answer I have already 
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eDdeavoured 1o show in my remarks on the Answer 
to the Uh question of the Catechism. 

" Question. Why was the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper ordained 9 

*' Answer. For the continual remembrance of 
the sacrifice of the death of Christy and of the 
benefits which we receive thereby J' 

This Answer is strictly scriptural ^ yet I would 
respectfully submit to your Grace, whether, with 
a view to guard against an inconsiderate and un 
authorized appropriation of *' the benefits/' by the 
communicant, it may not be advisable to substi* 
tute for the pronoun '^ we," words to the effect 
of those subjoined in brackets. 

*' Benefits which [all true believers in Christ, 
scripturally communicating, may expect to] re- 
ceive thereby." 

" Question. What is the outward part or sign 
of the Lord's Supper? 

** Answer. Bread and Wine, which the Lord 
hath commanded to be received. 

** Question. What is the inward part or thing 
signified ? 

"Answer. The Body and Blood of Christ, 
which are verily and indeed taken and received by 
the faithful in the Lord's Supper." 

Whatever meaning was designed to be conveyed 
by the latter of these Answers, there can be no 
doubt, I think, that the language is more papistical 
than scriptural. It is true, that the words, ** by 
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the faithful/' imply, that the Body and Blood of 
our Lord are received, hy such, in a peculiar, 
f e. in *' a heavenly and spiritual manner."^ But 
if so, would it not have been, my Lord, better to 
state what that *' heavenly and spiritual manner" 
is; instead of leaving the learner to conclude 
that the " faithful " communicant " verily and 
indeed^' takes and receives the Body and Blood 
of Christ ? As it is, the catechumen, instead of 
being enlightened by the Answer required from 
him, must be involved by it, if he reflect at all, in 
greater darkness and perplexity. 

Our Lord's own words, however, after the 
learned and laborious discussions of nearly twenty 
centuries, are as simple and intelligible as they 
were when he uttered them in the presence of his 
disciples. They, evidently, found no such diffi- 
culties in them as theologians have doue, or they 
could not but have manifested (and they were 
accustomed to manifest their feelings on such oc- 
casions) the greatest possible amazement. Doubt- 
less, they understood the figurative and symbolical 
language used on this solemn occasion by our 
Lord, as any plain man of sense and reflection 
would now understand it. There is, in reality, no 
difficulty at all in the matter; and it is a reflection 
on oiir Lord to suppose that, in reference to an 
institute which was to be observed by his real dis- 
ciples as perpetually and universally as his earthly 

• Art. XXVIII. 
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feign^ and, withal, when addressing himself, on 
such an occasion, to plain and unlearned men, he 
should employ language which WBLSJmtly liable to 
misapprehension and mistake. It, however^ ap- 
pears, m; Lord, from what has subsequently 
transpired^ as though, had the disciples happened 
to baye been teamed, instead of illiterate, men, it 
might have been wished that our Lord had added 
a few explanations^ fof their particular use. But 
to be serious. We have said that our Lord's words 
are perfectly simple and inteRigible, and we may 
venture to add, that all the difficulties belonging 
to the subject lie not in his language ;. but,, as^ ap*- 
pears to me, in men's inconsiderate and prepos- 
terous interpretations of it^. How easy is it for 
any one who attentively reads the New Testa^ 
ment to perceiv-e^ that a believing reception of the 
1)roken bread, and wine poured out, at the supper,, 
considered as symbolical of the body of Christ 
crucified, and his blood shed,, for the salvation of 
men,, may tend, by means of the influences of the 
Holy Spirit, to invigorate the faith, inflame the 
love, and confirm the fidelity and obedience of his 
true disciples; but that the Body and Blood of 
Christ, themselves, however modified,, should pro- 
duce such efi^ects, or any effect at all of a moral 
and spiritual kind, except as symbols, is beyond 
the power of the human imagination to conceive,, 
and is at variance with all Scripture, all reason, 
all observation, and all experience. Yet this is 
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literally affirmed io the Answer required to be 
given by the catechumen to the next question in 
the Catechism, and is also implied in preceding 
parts of the latter. 

'' Question. What are the benefits whereof we 
are partakers thereby If 

" Answer. The strengthening and refreshing of 
our souls by the Body and Blood of Christ, as our 
bodies are by the bread and wine.'* 

We have been already taught by the Catechism 
that there are two parts in a sacrament, viz., the 
outward and visible sign, and the inward and spi- 
ritual grace ; that in the Lord*s Supper, the inward 
part, or thing signified, is the Body and Blood of 
Christ; that jthis Body and this Blood are '' verily 
and indeed taken and received" at the communion 
table, and, in the Answer now immediately before 
us, we are taught, that the strengthening and re. 
freshing of our souls are effected by the same 
Body and Blood ! Surely, my Lord, had it been 
the purpose of the compilers of the Catechism to 
obliterate every trace of the spiritual design and 
ends of the ordinance, and to convert it into an 
empty, unintelligible, and unprofitable ceremonial, 
they could not have succeeded better than by the 
adoption, in a national formulary, intended for 
general instruction and information,^ of the above- 
cited declarations. It would seem, too, that they 
had almost entirely forgotten the valuable light on 
this subject — (I mean what may be called a 
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little glossary,* but a perfectly appropriate one) 
•—provided by our Lord himself for the use of his 
immediate disciples, and the Jews who then be- 
lieved on him, and which was sufficient to enable 
the most obtusely- minded among them to under- 
stand and interpret the figurative and symbolical, 
and, therefore, more highly significant language, 
used by our Lord at the institution of the Supper. 
But I acquit the compilers of any such design, and 
cannot but believe, that they adopted that excep- 
tionable language of the Catechism from a desire 
to accommodate themselves to the Romish preju- 
dices of the people as far as they could conscienti- 
ously ; insensible, indeed, to the hazardous course 
they were pursuing, and perhaps undur an impres- 
sion that the passages really scriptural, contained 
in the Catechism, would neutralize or counteract 
the reluctantly-admitted phraseology. But, my 
Lord, the prevalence of Romish predilections in 
our country now constitutes a powerful reason, not 
for the retention, but for the expulsion of the 
exceptionable portions of the Catechism : and, I 
trust, that this consideration will have its due 
weight, in conjunction with the other solemn rea- 
sons previously assigned for its revision or disuse. 
As it appears to me that any further remarks 
on the present Answer may be attended with 
better efiect, after a few plain and serious obser- 
vations on the nature and design of the Lord's 

• Vide John vi. 63. 






Sapper, atid the sentiments and dispositions with 
which, and the persons by whom, it ought to be 
commemorated, 1 shall postpone them accordingly. 

In the Lord's Supper then, T presume, there 
ajre-— 

I. A recognition of the spiritual union and re- 
lation of all true believers to Christ, as their com^- 
mon Lord and Saviour, and to each other, as con* 
stituting one body, and also of their joint commu* 
nion with him, and with each other, in the partici- 
pation of the Supper. These things appear to be 
signified by the Apostle Paul in the following pas* 
sage :— 

" The cup of blessing, which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ? The bread 
which we break, is it not the communion of the 
body of Christ? For we being many are one 
bread and one body : for we are all partakers of 
that one bread." 

I have introduced this passage, first, because 
it plainly shows, that it is the will of our Lord, 
that those who partake of his Supper should be 
not of a mixed, but of one and the same character ; 
viz., those who possess the scriptural characteristics 
of true disciples of Christ ; such as are spiritually 
united to him by a living, fruitful, victorious 
saving faith; who habitually hold communion 
with him, individually; and unitedly with their 
brethren, as members with themselves of the same 
spiritual or mystical body, and especially when 
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they assemble together, in obedience to his com* 
mand, to commemorate his death as the expiation 
for sin. 

Now, it seems impossible to conceive of any thing 
more admirably fitted than this institution, as itjs 
represented in the Script ures^to cherish in the hearts 
of real Christians, ardent and overflowing affection 
towards their Savionr ; and towards each other, as 
disciples of the same Divine Master ;• equally inte- 
rested in the blessings of the same redemption ; sub* 
jeets of the same benignant government, and looking 
and hasting towards the same glorious and everlast- 
ing kingdom* And who that has any spiritual know* 
fedge of the Scriptures, who has ** tasted that the 
Lord is gracious," and has personally experienced 
the power of the gracious and glorious doctrines 
exhibited by the commemorative Rite, but must 
regard it as equally worthy of the dignity and 
condescension, of the wisdom and the love, of its 
Divine Institutor. 

II. An invitation to the believer solemnly and 
thankfully to commemorate, in the reception of 
the Supper,, our Lord's voluntary sacrifice of 
himself for the expiation and remission of the sins 
of all them that truly believe in him, receive him, 
and obey him ; and that, by such- occasional com- 
memoration, in the exercise of faith, meditation, 
and prayer, and in humble dependance on the 
Holy Spirit, he may be enabled to realize with 
increasing distinctness of perception, and greater 
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depth of experience^ the unutterable Uessings of 
redemption; to the advancement of the salvation 
of his own soul, and that of others, and to the 
glory of God thereby. 

The objects of believing contemplation thus 
brought by the Lord'^s Supper within view of the 
spiritual commanicanty embrace, of course,, every 
blessing and benefit of the new and everlasting 
covenant, but, perhaps, the following points may 
be deemed especially appropriate subjects of me- 
ditation on that solemn, yet delightfulr occasion, 

(I.) The sufferings endured by our Lord on the 
cross, eonsidered as bearing an absolutely expia- 
tory and propitiatory character. 

(II.) The effects of our Lord's death, viz. 

(1.) A full and all-sufficient atonement for sin. 
This was specifically referred to by our Lord him* 
self, when he presented the cup to his disciples, 
^* This cup is the New Testament in my blood,^ 
which is shed for the remission of sins." 

(2.) Free forgiveness and justification received, 
by faith. 

(3.) Everlasting ceconoiliation and peace with^ 
God. 

(4.) The love of Christ to himself personally,, 
as a true believer; as having loved him with an^ 
"everlasting love," and, as an absolute evidence 
of this love, having '' g^ven himself for him." 

(5.) The all-prevalent intercession of Christ, at 
the right hand of his Father,, as the Higb Priesti 
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of our christian profession, on the ground of his 
atoning sufferings and justifying righteousness. 

(6.) The ministration and influences of the Holy 
Spirit; embracing his quickening, regenerating, 
enlightening, sanctifying, strengthening, and com- 
forting operations, as the result of our Lord's 
mediatorial sufibriugs, obedience, and interces- 
sion, 

III. The renewal, or confirmation, of the cove- 
nant engagement already subisting between Christ 
and the believer. 

For in this ordinance Christ presents himself to 
the believer in covenant as his Saviour and Media- 
tor, with all the blessings of the purchased salva- 
tion, which the believer receives and herein ac- 
knowledges with a divine faith, grateful praise, 
and holy joy, at the same time binding himself 
afresh with increased self-surrender, and devo- 
ted ness (as the delightful season for its adminis- 
tration returns,) to the service of Christ, in a 
course of cheerful obedience to all his command- 
ments, and of active and zealous labours to ad- 
vance his cause and kingdom amongst men. This 
covenant, on the part of Christ, is represented as 
sealed by his blood. '^This is my blood of the 
New Testament'* [or Covenant'], " This cup is 
the New Testament [or Covenant] in my blood." 
And what can be conceived of more admirably 
adapted to inspire the believer with sentiments of 
afiection and gratitude to his Saviour, and to en- 
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gage him in a course of cheerful obedience in hid 
service, than such a voluntary offer of himself and 
his salvation as is made in the Supper — the Re- 
deemer, on his part sealing, as it were, the cove- 
nant with his blood, and the believer, on his part, 
by a faithful and grateful reception of the em- 
blems of his Redeemer's sacrifice, giving a pledge 
of his fidelity and humble determination, in de-^ 
pendance on his grace, to remain consecrated to 
his service. 

IV. The spiritual exercises with which a be- 
liever commemorates the death of Christ. They 
are such as follow : 

(1.) The exercise of that faith which is of the ope- 
ration of God, and which, as the evidence or sub- 
stance of things not seen, gives to the mind of the 
believer a present substantial existence to, or pow- 
erfully realizing view of the death of Christ as an 
all-sufiicient sacrifice for sin, and for his own sins, 
in particular, as a believer in him. 

(2.) An affectionate and adoring sense of the 
love, mercy, holiness, righteousness, and truth of 
God, displayed in the work of human redemption; 
in that glorious Edifice of Grace, of which our 
Lord is himself, especially in respect of his ex- 
piatory death, the Chief Corner-Stone. 

(3.) An entire reliance on our Lord's atonement 
as the only ground of a certain hope of pardon of 
sin ; reconciliation ; acceptance with and justifi- 
cation before God; the attainment of spiritual 
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life ; a state* of gemrinc and progressive holiness ; 
a happy deaths and eternal glory. 

(4.) Deep and sincere contrition, godly sorrow, 
and self-abasement, on account of his own per^ 
sonal transgressions and depravity, which, with 
those of others, rendered snch sacrificial atone- 
ment, on the part of onr Divine Lord, with all 
its attendant sufferings, essentially necessary to 
salvation. 

(5.) Godly sorrow and self-indignation, on a re- 
view of the great imperfections and deficiency of his 
faith, love, gratitude, obedience, and submission, 
since the time of his conversion to God, or in 
other words, since his renewal by the Holy Spirit 
to holiness of principle, disposition, conversation, 
and life. 

(6.) Decided and earnest resolutions, in humble 
reliance on the influences of the Holy Spirit, to 
aim, in the conscientious and diligent use of all 
the means of grace, at a more faithful imitation of 
the character of Jesus Christ, and stricter con- 
formity to all his holy precepts and institutions^ 

(7.) Fervent and overflowing gratitude to God ; 
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; for the love, 
mercy, and grace so abundantly manifested and 
exercised in the marvellous work of human salva- 
tion, but particularly towards the Lord Jesus 
Christ; especially as having suffered even unto 
death on behalf of all those who believe in 
and obey him. And as the commemoration of 
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this interesting rite is to be ooi^timed in the 
Charch of Christ till his second comings the true 
believer in him gladly anticipates that glorious 
day ; as being the season appointed by the Father 
for the final justification of all his people before 
the assembled universe; for the resurrection of 
their bodies, invested with glory and immor- 
tality, from the grave ; the re-union of their happy 
spirits with them, and their joyful ascension, thus 
glorified, with their adorable Saviour, on his re- 
turn to heaven. 

These and sundry other subjects of believing 
contemplation seem to be scripturally intended 
in the words of our Lord, *' Do this in remem- 
brance of me." And here again, we may ask, 
what can be conceived better calculated to fill the 
heart of the believer with sentiments of love and 
attachment to the Saviour, and gratitude for his 
salvation, to animate him with a spirit of love to 
his person ; of allegiance to his authority ; sub- 
jection to his government ; obedience to his laws, 
submission to his will, and devotedness to his ser- 
vice, than such a believing and heartfelt recog- 
nition of his redeeming work and sufferings, and 
of the religious and moral obligations thence re- 
sulting, as the periodical commemoration of his 
death for our redemption, according to the true 
design and object of the Institution, is, under the 
influences of the Holy Spirit, adapted to pro- 
duce. 



68 

V. The pei'iodical and constant observance of 
this ordinance, as a perpetual memorial of the 
expiatory sacrifice of Christ, in obedience to his 
command. This is signified by the Apostle Paul 
in the following words : ** As often as ye eat this 
bread, ye do show [declare aloud, or proclaim] the 
Lord's death till he come/' These words may 
be considered in a two^fold view, viz. as a fre« 
quekit periodical exhibition of our Lord's death, 
either as confined to his true diciples themselves, 
with a view to his glory and their own spiritual 
benefit ; or as a testimony borne by them, in the 
face of an ungodly and an ungrateful world, to 
the facts of his mission^ the truth of his word, 
and the transcendent value, importance, and 
efficacy of his atoning death. It is obvious, from 
the Scriptures, that both of these views pre- 
suppose that those who unite in the commemora^' 
tion of his death are not merely nominal believers 
in Christ, or such in some merely conventional 
sense, but really such, in the sense of the New 
Testament; persons to whom the following and 
such -like apostolical appellations are legitimately 
applicable — ** People of God ;" *• heirs of God, 
and joint-heirs with Christ ;" ** the sanctified in 
Christ Jesus;*' ''sons of God ;" ''children of 
the light;" *' the faithful in Christ Jesus;" ** a 
holy priesthood ;" ** a royal priesthood ;" " a 
holy nation ;" " a peculiar people." 

And can any thing be imagined more admirably 
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calculated, not only to answer the immediate ends 
of this Institute, as already described, but also 
to awaken to solemn reflection the minds even of 
the inconsiderate and worldly, than the existence 
of a people in the midst of them statedly assem- 
bling together, in obedience to the command of 
him whom they believe to be the Saviour of 
the World, thus to acknowledge their common 
spiritual relation to him and to each other ; com* 
memorating his propitiatory death, joyfully re- 
ceiving, with the ritual emblems or visible 
tokens thereof, the inestimable blessings purchased 
thereby, and cheerfully renewing their pledge of 
fidelity to the person and cause of their Divine 
Lord, and of devotedness to his service. It seems 
scarcely necessary to add, that the due and proper 
efi^ect of the commemoration of this solemn and 
interesting rite on the surrounding ungodly world, 
will essentially depend on the select character of 
the communicants, viz. that they are children of 
God and disciples of Christ in the New Testament 
sense of these appellations ; and also on the con- 
stant and universal maintenance of this great and 
essential distinction in all the churches of the 
Lord Jesus, throughout the world. To confound 
this distinction, by. indiscriminately admitting to 
his table persons who are properly classed with 
the children of this world, is evidently, so far, not to 
solemnize the rite, but to profane it ; not to honour 
and obey Christ, but to dishonour and ofiend him. 
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No person can doubt these things who reads the 
New Testament with serious attention, and has an 
enlightened apprehension of what he reads. Such 
doubt could only arise from inconsideration, moral 
obtuseness of mind, or rivetted prejudice against 
the holiness of the divine requisitions ; while every 
candid man must acknowledge that if the spiritual 
and moral requisitions of the Scriptares were not 
marked by perfect holiness, they would be des- 
titute at once of their most distinguishiog charac- 
teristic, and the main evidence of their divine 
origin. 

Now, of course, my Lord, it is not my design 
to insinuate, that the foregoing expressions of the 
sentiments and feelings with which the Lord's 
Supper ought to be observed are logical inferences 
from the brief statements of Scripture concerning 
this rite ; but only to intimate, that they are the 
sentiments and feelings which are scripturally 
suggested to the mind, and impressed on the heart 
of the pious and enlightened communicant by our 
Lord's emphatic words, *' Do this in rbmem- 
BRANGE OF ME." But, my Lord, are the decla- 
rations of the Catechism adapted to impress the 
mind with any such sentiments and feelings? Are 
not, on the contrary, some of them calculated to 
prevent any such sentiments and feelings ? Nay, 
are they not adapted to make impressions on the 
mind nearly allied to, if not quite resembling' those 
which are made on the mind of the Romanist by 
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his views of the Eucharist. Let the sentiments 
and feelings which have been expressed in the 
preceding brief view of the design and ends of the 
Supper, be contrasted with the Answer in the 
Catechism to the Question^ What is the inward 
part or thing signified by it ? ** The body and blood 
of Christ." Now, my Lord, I most respectfully 
ask, is this answer really adapted to convey to 
the mind a single scriptural idea of the ''inward 
and spiritual" things represented in the most in* 
structive and interesting institute to which they 
relate; and whether, when coupled with the words 
which follow them, they do not convey to the 
mind a decidedly popish sentiment? As to the 
papal administration, or rather gross perversion 
of this sacred rite^ perhaps it may be with truth 
affirmed, excepting some of the extravagancies of 
the Hindoo mythology, that no imagination of the 
human mind has ever involved such enormous and 
accumulated absurdity as this papal dogma concern- 
ing the Eucharist. While a deliberate and approving 
reception of it is totally inconsistent with a sound 
exercise of the understanding, it is no less a se- 
vere reflection upon the understanding of others 
to propound it as an article of religious belief. 
But this insult to the universal reason, common 
sense and common senses of mankind, sinks into 
insignificance when compared with the prodigious 
mass of human guilt and moral mischief which it 
is perpetually accumulating in its wide-spread 
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practical results. And yet, — "Tell it not in Gath, 
publish it not in the streets of Askalon," — the 
Protestant Church of £ngland literally and plainly 
declares in her Catechism, designed for the in- 
struction of her youth, this same dogma — not to 
condemn it as a heresy, involving the deepest 
prostration of the human intellect, and charged 
with death to the immortal soul — but as a fact to 
be believed, as a truth to be received, and, by 
implication, " generally necessary to salvation r* 

The Catechism, without any explanation or 
qualification whatever, declares that the body 
and blood of Christ, " are verily and indeed 
taken and received by the faithful in the Lord's 
Supper." Now in these words it is not only affirm- 
ed, as Romanists themselves affirm, that the body 
and blood of Christ are verily and indeed taken 
and received by the faithful communicant, but that 
his body and blood, thus taken and received, con- 
stitute the inward part of (or thing signified by) 
this divinely-instituted rite! and, as though this 
were not enough of the papal heresy, it is further 
declared, in answer to the Question, '* What are 
the benefits whereof we are partakers thereby? 
that the benefits resulting to the faithful from their 
participation of the Lord's Supper consist in the 
strengthening and refreshing of their souls — (which 
your Grace will doubtless admit, unexplained as it 
is, to be an exceedingly vague and indeterminate 
expression) — and this strengthening and refreshing 
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of the soul, is not said to be effected by the various 
christian truths represented by the breaking of 
the body, and the shedding of the blood of Christ, 
and by the scriptural improvement of those truths 
under the influence of the Holy Spirit,* but, lite- 
rally, by the body and blood of Christ them- 
selves. It may be also proper to notice, that 
the Question to which this Answer is given, in- 
directly recognises the same papal heresy still 
more distinctly and palpably. The question is, 
" What are the benefits whereof we are partakers 
thereby ? " Now, it appears from the Answer 
which precedes this Question, that the means to 
which the adverb "thereby" refers are the body 
and blood of Christ, which are positively affirmed 
to be ** verily and indeed taken and received." If 
this be not, in effect, the doctrine of transubstan- 
tiation, I confess myself unable to conceive what 
that papal dogma really is. Now, I ask, what 
essential difference is there between saying that 
the faithful Protestant participant of the bread and 
wine in the Lord's Supper '^verily and indeed^' 
takes and receives the body and blood of Christ, 
and the declaration of the Romanist at the Offer- 
tory, that the bread and wine will, by a miracle of 
power and grace, become the body and blood of 
the Son of God? Nay, the Protestant affirmation 
of the heresy is the stronger of the two ; for the 
papal declaration only declares that the transub- 

* Vide pages 63—67. 

E 
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stantiation will take place, whereas that of the 
Protestant evidently implies that it has already 
taken place. So that the youths of the Protestant 
Church of England are thus, from their earliest 
years, so far as its Catechism is concerned, indi- 
rectly instructed to receive the absurd and destruc- 
tive dogma of the apostate Church of Rome, against 
which the general protest of the Reformers was 
mainly directed ; and this under the professed 
design of instructing them in the Religion of 
Protestants, not in the Irreligion of Romanists. 

The bare knowledge that our Lord designed 
the rite of the Supper to be a Memorial, is 
alone sufficient to render the Romish interpre*- 
tation of his words utterly indefensible — that 
it was the language of the east, renders it 
still less so; the common use of it by the in- 
spired writers less so still — the frequent use 
of a similar phraseology by our Lord himself, 
when speaking on moral and spiritual subjects, 
evidently with a view to illustration, as well as 
to impress the memory, renders it more inex- 
cusable still; but when it is further considered, 
that our Lord apparently, indeed very probably, 
for the purpose of guarding his language at the 
Supper from abuse, used in a previous conver- 
sation with the Jews, and in the presence of 
his disciples, similar figurative language^ to ex- 
press similar spiritual ideas, and also specifically 
declared, that the language he bad thus used was 
designed by him to express such ideas— when, we 
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say, all these things are unitedly taken into consi" 
deration, surely the papal dogma must appear 
to every one whom prejudice and superstition 
have not deprived of the due exercise of reason 
in this matter, as one of the most marvellous 
and egregious misinterpretations' of simple, clear, 
intelligible, and highly significant language, that 
learning and criticism have ever seen;— one of 
the most prodigious creations of the human ima- 
gination, a belief in which has ever degraded the 
mind of man ;— one of the most reprehensible in- 
stances of disregard of divine authority ; of sacred 
obligations; of essential scripture doctrine; of the 
dictates of reason ; of known facts ; of obvious 
caution; of specific and appropriate information 
touching the language to be interpreted, which 
the world has ever witnessed. 

But this is not all. The Romish perversion of 
the. Eucharist contradicts the testimony of our 
senses, as well as the obvious conclusions of our 
reason. I am aware, my Lord, that I am now 
touching a very trite topic ; but I deem it neces- 
sary to my object. Many things are opposed to 
our reason which are not also opposed to our 
senses ; bat this prodigious dogma is opposed to 
both. So man can deny, that after the Priest has 
exerted all his alleged power in the consecration 
of the elements, they still retain, if the testimony of 
the senses is to be relied on, exactly the same pro- 
perties which they previously possessed. If the 
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testimony of the senses is to be depended on, 
it is clear no such transubstantiation as is alleged 
takes place. But if the human senses are not to 
be depended on, then what certain evidence have 
we that our Lord really performed the acts, and 
pronounced the words which the Evangelists have 
attributed to him ? Were their senses of seeing 
and hearing liable to be deceived ? And, if this 
were the case, what was the use of their appeal 
to their own testimony as *' witnesses?'* If they 
did not possess the essential and indispensable qua- 
lifications of competent witnesses, how could they 
reasonably expect to stop the mouths of gain- 
sayers? But, further, both our Lord and his 
Apostles themselves appeal to the testimony of 
the senses as that on which implicit and con- 
clusive dependance may be safely placed; and 
this too in relation to facts involving the identity 
of our Lord's body. With what propriety or con- 
sistency could Jesus, after the transaction of the 
Supper, if the Romish representation of that trans- 
action be the true one, appeal to the senses of the 
eleven disciples, for the truth of his assertion, that 
the body in which he stood before them was iden- 
tically the body in which he had suffered on the 
cross? Would not ** the Wisdom of God" have 
perceived the absolute inconsistency and inutility 
of such appeal ? If, then, the Romish interpreta- 
tion of his words used by him at the Supper be the 
true one, would he have made it ? 
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I mean not, however, to insinuate that such is 
really the doctrine of the Church of England. I 
am well aware that in her Communion Service, 
and in her Articles, there is suiBcient to prove the 
contrary ; hut it is the doctrine of the Church of 
England* s Catechism: and what, I take leave to 
ask your Grace, could a youth instructed in 
the Catechism only, urge against a Romanist, 
who should assail him with the papal doctrine 
of transubstantiation ? Could it be with truth 
denied that the Catechism had well prepared 
his mind for the ready reception of that prepos- 
terous and soul-ruining dogma? Or can any im- 
partial person doubt that Romanists would not 
thus use, that they have not frequently thus used, 
the Catechism of the Church of England in re- 
gard to the errors which they inculcate, both 
as to Baptism and the Lord's Supper, whenever 
they shall find or have found occasion ; and is not 
this consideration a powerful additional reason 
why the Catechism, in its present form, should 
no longer continue to be the authorized manual 
of instruction to be used in the christian training 
and education of the children comprehended within 
the pale of the Church of England ? 

It might serve my present purpose to enter 
further into a consideration of the errors of the 
Church of Rome, touching this simple and health- 
imparting institution ; but it would not consist 
with the limits of this letter. Indeed, I ought, 

b2 
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perhaps, to have craved pardon for introducing 
into a letter, addressed to your Grace, the pre- 
ceding observations relative to the due commemora- 
tion of the Lord's Supper, and the Romish per- 
version and desecration of that holy institute; 
but here, again, I trust your Grace will receive 
my motive as my apology. It appeared to me 
that the more fully the exceptionable language 
of the Catechism, concerning the Eucharist, is 
contemplated in the light of Inspiration, the 
more strongly will its dangerous character be dis- 
closed ; and that in proportion as it is viewed in 
connexion with the Romish perversion of that sa- 
cred rite, and as giving a sanction to Romish 
phraseology in relation to it, the more desirable it 
must appear to every Protestant, (every member of 
the Church of England, particularly,) that it should 
be speedily erased from that formulary. 

The concluding Questions and Answers are : — 
" Question. — What is required of them who 
come to the Lord's Supper ? 
' "Answer. — To examine themselves, ivhether they 
repent them truly of their former sins, stedfastly 
purposing to lead a new life ; have a lively faith in 
God's mercy through Christ, with a thankful 
remembrance of his death ; and be in charity with 
all men. 

This answer is scriptural; but I respectfully 
submit to your Grace, whether it ought not to pos- 
sess a somewhat more determinate character — I 
mean somewhat to the following effect : 
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[Answer,^ — * To examine themselves, whether 
they have scriptural evidence of being born again 
•' of the Spirit ;" whether they are living a life of 
true ** repentance towards God," and of ** faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ ;" have a thankful remem* 
brance of his death ; are walking in all his com- 
mandments, and in love to his disciples, and in 
charity with all men.* 

And now, my Lord, I beg to express my humble 
hope, that no attempt will be made to vindicate the 
continued future use of the Manual I have thus 
briefly examined, in its present form, on the 
ground of the religious excellences of the venerable 
persons with whom it originated, or of the sanc- 
tion which it has since received, during a period 
of nearly three centuries, from their successors 
in the English Church. For, surely, my Lord^ 
the simple questions to be decided are, whether 
the Catechism does or does not teach the doctrine 
of the New Testament concerning Baptism and 
the Lord's Supper; and whether, in other im- 
portant respects, it faithfully represents the in- 
spired testimony of that volume. From that testi- 
mony no appeal can be made. Whatever relates 
to divine truth, it is plain, can only be decided by 
divine truth. He who appeals from the Creator 
to his creatures, shows himself to be defective at 
once, in religious reverence, and in sound judg- 
ment. If the Church is really the Spouse of 
Christ, she ought to he obedient to her own Htis- 
band in alt things. 
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Some members of the Church of England may 
naturally feel a repagnaace, perhaps not quite 
compatible with uncompromising regard to truth, 
to admit that the Reformers who were concerned 
in the original preparation of the Catechism, 
and the subsequent revision of it, have in- 
serted therein any thing materially contrary to 
the Word of God. This repugnance^ however, 
may reasonably abate when they consider the 
extent to which Romish prejudices then prevailed 
in this kingdom, and that those good men, the 
Reformers, although right in the main, had not 
themselves perfectly cast off the slough of Roman* 
ism. A similar repugnance to admit the serious 
charges against the Catechism may also be excited 
by the fact that their successors, during the above- 
mentioned period, although possessing greater ad- 
vantages and placed in more favourable circum- 
stances, did not rectify its errors. The repug- 
nance arising from this cause also may probably 
abate in some minds, when it is remembered, that 
the life and light of scriptural CHRISTIANITY 
continued, from the time of the Reformation, 
lamentably to decline in the Church of England ; 
towards which declension many causes conspired, 
and, doubtless, the death-inflicting doctrines of its 
Catechism among the rest. 

Indeed, my Lord, it appears to be the solemn 
and imperative duty of the members of the Church 
of England sincerely to repent of their past neg- 
ligence, that this particular work of reform, in a 
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matter afiecting the eternal interests of so large 
a proportion of tbe nation^ of its youth in par- 
ticular, has been so long delayed. And I trust 
they will now lose no time and spare no effort to 
effectuate this most desirable and important ob* 
ject: I mean, either a purely scriptural re^isiou 
and enlargeinent of the present Catechism, or a 
new Catechism, based upon the plain declarations 
of the Word of God, and comprehending all 
that is essential in the doctrines and precepts 
thereof to eternal salvation. Were I, however, per- 
mitted to offer a suggestion, I would recommend, 
at least, two Catechisms; the first adapted to 
children, and the other to young persons. Were 
it determined, in the proper quarter, to carry 
into effect this incalculably momentous object, it 
cannot reasonably be doubted, that those to whom 
the execution thereof should be committed would 
consider it wise and desirable, on every account, 
to collect together the various Catechisms at pre- 
sent used in the several Protestant communions 
on the Continent, as well as in those of Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and to compare them carefully 
with the plain statements of christian doctrine 
contained in the New Testament; as well as with 
other parts of the Word of God. 

The individuals on whom it is advisable that 
such task should be devolved, ought, of course, to 
be men of sound judgment, wisdom, and learning; 
of eminent, fervent^ and venerable piety ; men who 
habitually, by the Spirit, hold fellowship ''with 
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the Father and the Son ;" of profound humility ; 
of enlightened and experimental acquaintance 
with the Word of God ; who read and study it, 
in humble dependance on the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit ; men of genuine love to Christ and 
all his true disciples ; men who have no sympathy 
with a conventional or worldly Christianity ; who 
live not in the spirit, and walk not after the 
course of this world ; men who are inflexibly at- 
tached to the religion of the New Testament, as 
God has given it ; who would not dare to wrest 
the Scriptures to serve a purpose, and who feel 
a reverent awe of the solemn denunciations of the 
Apocalypse ; which were, perhaps, placed on the 
margin of the Sacred Canon, that they might stand 
as guards against the profane temerity of those 
who would transfer to the authority of men, what 
exclusively and unalienably belongs to the supreme 
authority of God. 

As to the points which it would be desirable 
to introduce into the proposed Catechisms, I 
would respectfully take the further liberty to sug- 
gest that the following be not omitted, and that they 
may be conveyed in language strictly scriptural, and 
suited to the understandings of children and young 
persons, viz. the fall and consequent depravity of 
man : the absolute necessity for the restoration of 
the holy image of God in the soul ; the agency and 
means by which this blessing is imparted; the 
grounds on which the sincere and penitent believer 
receives forgiveness of sin from, and justiflcation 
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and acceptance with God ; a faithful statement of 
the scriptural evidences of the christian character, 
and experience, particularly in relation to su- 
preme love to Him ; union to Christ by faith, 
affectionate and grateful devotedness to his ser- 
vice ; uncompromising and uniform obedience to 
his precepts, in humble and constant dependance 
on the promised aid of the Holy Spirit ; in the 
exercise of prayer, diligent reading of the Scrip- 
tures, and meditation thereon, and in the use of all 
other means of grace— -together with explicit state- 
ments of the nature, design, uses, and benefits of 
the christian institutes of Baptism and the Lord's 
Supper, in exact accordance with the represen- 
tations given of these two sacred Rites in the 
New Testament. 

If, before I close^ I may be allowed, consistently 
with courtesy, in a Letter addressed to your 
Grace, to allude to myself, I would say what I 
am able to aflBrm with the strictest regard to truth, 
that in writing it I have been influenced by no 
sectarian or party motives ; by no hostile feeling 
towards the Church of England ; by no aversion to 
what I regard as the genuine doctrines of her 
Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy ; but by a sincere 
and upright design to promote her real efficiency 
and prosperity ; to prevent the inculcation, as 
scriptural truth, of what I am firmly persuaded is 
directly opposed to and subversive of it ; to coun- 
teract the efibrts of false teachers within the pale 
of the English Church, and to disseminate among 
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the children and young people therein, the great 
principles of religious truth, which every true be- 
liever, whatever be his peculiar sect or denomina- 
tion, may find written, as with a sunbeam, in the 
Word of God — that so, with God's blessing, their 
young minds may be guarded against the delusions 
of the Wicked One, however speciously insinuated 
by himself or his agents, and enabled to discrimi- 
nate between the Christianity of the world, which 
will save no one, and that genuine Christianity, 
which we have received from Jestis Christ and his 
Apostles, and which, if universally and scripturally 
believed, embraced, and carried out in its essen- 
tial principles, spirit, and obligations, would save 
every man* 

Your Grace will permit me to add, that I have 
not written this Letter without earnest prayer to 
God for his counsel and direction, and that I 
would not commit it to the press, were I not firmly 
persuaded that it substantially accords with his 
sacred Word, and is calculated to advance the 
cause of pure Religion in our country, and with 
that every other valuable interest of the realm. 

I have the honour to subscribe myself, 
Your Grace's most obedient 

and very humble Servant, 

A SEPTUAGENARIAN. 

April Both, 1844. 



